INTRODUCTION COPTIC MSS. OF THE PUSHKIN STATE FINE ARTS MUSEUM
The collection of Coptic MSS. in the Fine Arts Museum in Moscow is the most important in Russia, leaving far behind even those of Russia's National Library (olim The Saltykov-Schedrin State Public Library) and the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, which may be regarded as second in importance. It contains both literary MSS. and documents in contradistinction to the Hermitage, where literary MSS. are practically lacking, or to the National Library which possesses literary MSS. only.
The major part of documents both from the Moscow Museum and the Hermitage were published by Peter Jernstedt in two fine volumes l (nothing but fragments were left) and the National Library literary MSS. were catalogued and some of the most interesting of them published by the present author. 2 But the Moscow collection of literary MSS. is here presented in its entirety for the first time. 3 Its portion that comprised the MSS. that had not previously been published was dealt with in this writer's book that appeared in 1991, but the rest was only described in a catalogue appended to this publication (Elanskaya, CL T). Now all the literary MSS. are reproduced, autographed, translated and commented upon.
These MSS. originally belonged to the Coptic section of the private Egyptian Museum founded in St. Petersburg by Vladimir Golenischev, the distinguished Russian Egyptologist, who, owing to financial losses he had sustained in 1908, had to sell his treasures to the Government (1909). The latter bought them with a view of depositing them in Moscow in the Fine Arts Museum, which at that time was in the process of construction. The Museum was opened to the public on June 12, 1912 and functions successfully ever since. 4 
INTRODUCTION
As Golenischev did not believe much in a museum documentation where the growth of his collections could have been reflected, we have no other information, so far as his Coptic MSS. are concerned, as to the place and time of their purchase, than the scraps he saw fit to leave to us in his works or the data he supplied to his colleagues when permitting them to publish some of his MSS. or to take them in some other way into account. Golenischev only points out Egypt as the source of his collection of Coptic MSS., but other possibilities (Russia, which Golenischev had not once left before 1875, and Europe, which he began to frequent four years prior to his first visit to Egypt) cannot be excluded either. All the more so that not a few of his Egyptian antiquities were bought both in Russia and Europe.
The provenance and the date of acquisition of the Coptic MSS. are almost invariably left unspecified in the Museum Inventory and other documents relative to his collection, but, as was already said, some data can be gleaned from his works and those of his colleagues and friends. Such gleanings, as the reader will presently see, are not few in number, but nevertheless are rather exceptions than the rule. These fortunate exceptions are I.l.b.295, 297, 298, 299, 305 and 307, which came from the famous White Monastery near Achmim and were brought by Golenischev in 1889 (purchased in December of 1888),5 I.l.b.308, which was bought, in 1901, in Edfu, I.I.b.629, acquired in Deir el-Medineh, and I.l.b.670, brought to Petersburg from Golenischev's "last trip" to Egypt (the statement dates from 1900).6
In some cases it was possible to attribute our folios to MSS. 
